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DICK SMITH  

PO BOX 418 

Terrey Hills NSW 2084  

Australia  

 

 

Dear  Flying Scale Enthusiasts 

 

I would like to welcome you to the third Bowylie Large Model Scale Rally. I 

have always admired  the incredible workmanship and attention to detail of 

scale model aircraft, not to mention the skill of those who can fly them well. 

Many pilots including myself, believe it is sometimes harder to fly a scale 

model, than to pilot the full size aircraft ! 

 

For those of you interested in history, I have included ñinformationò about the 

background of the Bowylie Flying Club. Take particular note of the month and 

day of the original ñopeningò in 1923. This year marks the 10th anniversary of  

the ñrestorationò of the historic building and I hope you enjoy the facilities. 

 

The Club was originally established to encourage aviation and I am pleased 

that it continues to do so many years later.  

 

I look forward to seeing you and your fantastic aircraft during the rally. 

 

Best Regards 

 

 

Dick Smith 

 

 

 Letter of welcome by Dick Smith  



HISTORY OF THE  

ORIGINAL  BOWYLIE FLYING CLUB  

The club was originally conceived by James Bunbury Nott Osborne, the owner of  Bowylie Station, 

who in August of 1920 decided that a flying club should be built to encourage local flyers. 

It was on 1 November 1922 that the original work started, and the Club was finished in the early 

morning exactly 5 months later. 

Over the years many famous aviators have visited the Club and agreed to be honorary Presidents. 

Name include Bert Hinkler (who was the first to fly solo from England to Australia), Keith Anderson of 

the Kookaburra, and Sir Charles Kingsford Smith, who was the President from 1930-1934. Smithy 

often called in with the Southern Cross, and would also land at Bowylie in the Southern Sun and the 

Southern Cloud during the early days of ANA and the first passenger services from Sydney to 

Melbourne. In Fact, in the search for the Southern Cloud in 1931, Bowylie was used as a base for the 

aircraft for refueling and supplying hot tea and coffee to the pilots. 

One of the most famous Presidents was Major James Bigglesworth DSO MC DFC OFC RAF, know to 

his friends as óBigglesô. In 1938 Biggles was living near Reigate Heath (after moving from his country 

cottage in Lingfield), when he was invited to Australia for secret Government military defence work. 

Through his contacts in Canberra he met Bedford Osborne , and was invited to be President of the 

Flying Club. During late 1938 and earl 1939, just as the war clouds were looming, Biggles spent many 

a night with his favourite drink (gin and tonic) in his hand. 

Other Club Presidents include Sir Hubert Wilkins, who last visited the Club in 1957 (the year before he 

died), Lester Brain, the Qantas pilot who discovered the downed Kookaburra, and in modern time 

Laurie McIver. 

Nancy Bird was originally Club President in 1934. Bedford Osborne fell in love with Nancy when she 

dropped in flying her Gipsy Moth when heading to Canberra and Cooma on a barnstorming tour with 

Peggy McKillop. As ñChillaò (Kingsford-Smith) was not able to spend time at the Club, Osborne asked 

Nancy if she would become the President, which she agreed to do. Nancy vacated the position so that 

Sid Marshall, after his flight from New Guinea in the Westland Widgeon, could take over as President 

for the next two years. 

The only past President is Jim Hazelton, one of Australiaôs famous aviators in the true Biggles 

tradition. It has been said that Jim could fly a 12 foot section of 4ò x 2ò ironwood over the Pacific as 

long as the ferry tanks were full enough. 

The Club has recently been restored by the new owners of Bowylie, Dick and Pip Smith. Restoration 

has taken over three years. The official opening of the restored Clubhouse took place on 1st 

November 1998, by the Hon Michael Kadoorie, 76 years after the original Club opening. 



Model Of The Meet  Mark Collins of Langwarrin Victoria Beechcraft D17 Staggerwing  

Rob Popelierôs CAC Winjeel 



Bowylie   -   The Event  

An email arrived from Byam Wight in Canberra on the Monday before Bowylie say-

ing that the weather was ñlooking good for the weekendò  and this went a long way 

in helping to settle the nerves. Two years of planning and then when it comes to the 

crunch it is all in the lap of the gods.   

Several of us were at Bowylie on the Wednesday getting things ready and the 

weather was cool and calm and getting better. On Friday it was picture perfect with 

a bit of a crosswind at times and we were pleasantly surprised to have about 75 pi-

lots register during the course of the day. A lot of flights were put in on the day which 

allows everyone to get sorted out and get the feel of the field. Friday night saw quite 

a few of the pilots and crew at The Eagle Hawk Hotel bistro where steaks on the Hot 

Rocks were the order of the day. 

Saturday  saw another great  day and flying commenced after  the Pilotôs Briefing.  

At  the briefing  I welcomed everyone before passing over to David Balfour and 

Greg Lepp for the safety  and procedural issues. Dick Smith then added his wel-

come wishes and gave a brief run down about Bowylie and itôs history. 

It was obvious pretty quickly that everyone was having a great time. Pilots and crew 

continued to arrive all the morning, flying was non stop and Dick was giving guided 

tours of The Aero Club where he gave  informal talks on the clubhouse and the 

characters associated with it over the years. Many others were enjoying a train ride 

through the estate, some of the time with Dick himself at the throttle.  

A collection of classic cars made the trip to Bowylie to enjoy the flying and festivities,  

mostly MGôs from The MG Car Club of Sydney as well as a small group from The 

Motoring Enthusiasts Group  from Sutherland Shire.. 

As the day  progressed we were lucky that there were only a few incidents with 

models suffering only minor damage. During the day our four judges were observing 

the aircraft and giving scores on the presentation and flying. 

Whilst the diehards continued flying into the twilight about 100 pilots and crew re-

turned to their accommodation to freshen up for the Galah Dinner at The Gundaroo 

Hotel. New caterers this year and  they did a fine job, plenty of food and we had 

everyone served in about an hour. After dinner we conducted a óHoki Tikiô to give 

away a Hitec Aurora 9,9 channel 2.4 radio system courtesy of Mike Farnan and 

Model Engines. Now if you donôt know, a Hoki Tiki is where all the participants stand 

and place their hands on either their head or their bum. A coin is tossed and if a 

head is tossed, those with their hands on their bums sit down. In the end the prize 

was won by Gus Wisky who was nearly beside himself with excitement. Bob Bayles 

conducted the proceedings with his usual aplomb. 

Continued  Page 8 



Our Sponsors  

Model Engines  



Bowylie ðThe Event  cont.  

By this time the effects of an early start, a long day flying and on the feet all day fol-

lowed by a pleasant  meal with a few refreshments were taking their toll, so the 

coach was called and most of the party retired to their accommodation for a well 

earned rest. 

Sunday morning we woke to the sound of steady rain on our cabin roof.  Bugger ! 

In hindsight I donôt think anyone was too upset by the rain as the two prior days 

had been fantastic and those that wanted to fly sure got their fill. Food and coffees 

were in full swing and I was surprised by how many people had come out to the 

field despite the rain. Dick was still there right in the thick of it. I found him in the 

Toy Shed being filmed together with Peter Papas who was explaining the complexi-

ties of the F22 Raptor. 

After our crew had checked out the field that all rubbish was removed and we 

made our farewells to the Gundaroo people who hade helped make the event once 

again one of the premier scale rallies in Australia we took our leave and headed off 

home. 

I would like to thank all the participants for the  manner in which they enjoyed the 

flying, the camaraderie and the availability of such a great venue. It is a credit to all 

concerned and once again has raised the bar as far as scale vents go.   

HobbyKing Store Front 

4/365 Kingsway  

Caringbah NSW 2229 

  Tel: (02) 9525-7540 



Following the disruptions of the rain on Sunday it took us a while to gather all the 

judges results. The four judges scores were relayed to me  to compile and I must say 

how close the final placings were. So here we go. The results for Bowylie 2011 

 

WW! 1st     Ken Cowdroy   Albatros C111 

  2nd     Robert Zyp   Albatros DVa 

  3rd     Philip Crandon  Albatros DVa 

WW2 1st     Trevor Shelvey  Grumman Hellcat 

  2nd     Neil Addicott   MIG 15 

  3rd     Mike Farnan   Avro Lancaster 

Civilian 1st     Steven Malcman  Cessna  C182S 

  2nd     Stirling Jones   Ultimate Bipe 

  3rd     Bob Bishop   Cessna C152 

Military 1st     Peter Coles   Stearman   

  2nd     Robert Popelier  Winjeel 

  3rd     Timothy Owen  Pilatus Porter 

Turbine 1st     Graeme Fraeunfelder Panther 

  2nd     Peter Papas   F22 Raptor 

  3rd     Chris Staats   F16 

 

Model Of The Meet 

       Mark Collins   Beech Staggerwing 

 

Congratulations to all the place getters for their fine efforts. I hope the event has in-

spired you all as it has me, I am back in the shed and hard at it. 

 

John Kinnane 

President  

FSAA NSW 



Addicott Neil B17G KI 84 Frank MIG 15 

Armarego John GB Y DR1  

Balfour David Curtis Robin   

Begg Stan P40 Hurricane OV10 Bronco 

Bishop Bob C152 EIII  

Bruce Colin J3   

Buckley Colin Storch   

Burrell Benj taylorcraft   

Carceller Emillo P40 Spit Su 26 

Carpenter Rob P51 Stearman  

Clark Ron B25 GB  

Coles Peter Stearman Spit Pitts 

Collins Mark D17S  Hughes H1 

Costelloe Don KA6 SDZ Super Cub 
Cowdroy Ken Kitten   

Crandon David Spacewalker   

Crandon Phil DH 82 Dva  

Curzon Tony DH60   

Davies Mark GB Y Pitts S12  

Davis Rod C182   

Derrig Mick Citabria   

Donovan Les Super Cub   

Dore Glen PC6   

Draper Tony CAP 232   

Duckworth Peter J3   

Exton Mike Zero   

Farnan Mike A 20 Lancaster PC 9 

Foster David Pup Stearman D VIII 

Frauenfelder Graeme Panther MB339  

 

List of Entrants  



 List of Entrants  

Furzer Grant  Decathlon  

Goulding Adam Extra 260   

Goulstone Steve YAK 54 Stearman P51 

Grunwald Ross Yak 50 Zero  

henry Chris A36 Spitfire  

Hildebrandt Garry Chipmunk   

Hutchinson 
Gra-
hame J3   

Huts Arie PC 6 DO 27  

James Larry Beaver   
Jones  
Johnsen Peter Spacewalker   

     

Labry Gary    

Lance Greg C182   

Lepp Greg    

Malcman Steve C182s C182T  

Mc Mahon Mike SE5A   

McCann Laurie Stampe Turbulent  

McDowell Adam Ultimate   

McDowell David Sportster   

McMillan Shane Corby Starlet Taylorcraft  

Menzies David Chilton DW1a   

Millar Steve Christian Eagle   

Miller Steve Jenny   

Minty Mike    

Mitchell Colin Nieuport 17 DV111  

Mitterer Luke J3 Pawnee  

Mitterer Mick J3 Pawnee  

Nolan Tim Wilga Taylorcraft SG38 

Ogle Ray Spitfire Spitfire 
 
 



Osborne Ken Facetmobile   

Owen Tim Pilatus Porter   

Papas Peter F16 F22  

Pellat Corrine C152A   

Pilling nark Stearman   

Popellier Rob Winjeel   

Price James Ryan STA   

Radford Doug DH 82 Avro Avian Ultimate 

Reilly Darryl Super Cub   

Robinson Anthony T28   

Robinson Phil Lysander islander  

Ruut Tom Storch   

Shelvey Trevor P51 Hellcat  

Shoebridge Richard TL 2000 Corby Starlet  

Shoebridge Robert GB Y GB Z Edge 540 

Simpson Colin Zero MB 339  

Simpson Graeme Piper J3   

Slevin Derek Pawnee   

Smith Ross Stearman PC 6  

Sparkes Tom Laird turner Comet  

Staats Chris F16   

Thitchener Phil Super Cub Stinson  

Tracey Greg    

Trudgen Brad J3 CW   

Trudgen Reece Taylorcraft   

Waterhouse Gowrie Panther   

Waterhouse Neil Eurocopter J3  

Welsh Garry GB Y SE 5A PBY 

Wight Byam Panther Thunderbolt  



Wilson Colin PC6   

Woodland Palleaon Eurocopter   

Zambelli Jamie Spacewalker   

Zyp Robert D5a   

List of Entrants  


